
A connected and inclusive Kindergarten community working together in support of a thriving 
kindergarten and the safety and wellbeing of children families 

Dates for our Community  

Friday, 17th September 

END OF TERM 3 

Monday 4th October 

START OF TERM 4 

Tuesday 19th October 

4YO Meet the Teacher Night 

Check Enrolments below 

Wednesday 20th October 

3YO Meet the Teacher Night 

Check Enrolments below 

Saturday 9th October 

Bunnings BBQ @ Fairfield Bunnings 

Fundraiser (Volunteers needed) 

Oct-Nov  

TEA TOWELS  

Fundraiser 

October 

Thornbury Kinder Survey 

Details to come 

Saturday 13th November  

Working Bee 

Volunteers needed 

Tuesday 16th November  

Thornbury Kinder AGM 

 

20th November 

Trivia Night 

Fundraiser 

Saturday 20th November  

FAMILY PHOTOS 

Fundraiser - At Darebin Parklands 

December 

END OF YEAR PICNIC 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT  

Term 3 has come to an end, and I think we can all agree that it was not what we had 
expected. Re-entering lockdown has been tough for many of us particularly those 
with children. Like many parents, it almost broke me when I had to explain to our 4 
year old why he could no longer play at the playgrounds or attend Kinder. Thankfully, 
playgrounds have been reopened which allows for some social interaction amongst 
other children. 

However looking at the positives from this term, one of which was the Online 
Auction. There were some fantastic items up for grabs, and I have no doubt that some of you were like me and 
bidding on items to the very end (and being outbid at the last minute). We managed to raise over $4200 which 
is a fantastic effort. This success was only possible thanks to the hard work of the fundraising team and the 
generous support from local businesses and of course all the Thornbury community that bided for items.   

Our grants team has also been busy working behind the scenes to apply for one of the biggest grants in Thornbury 
Kindergarten’s history. Whilst the outcome is still unknown, I want to publicly thank our grants team for their 
hard work over the last few months. There have been many long nights, phone calls, meetings, and emails but 
we finally submitted a highly polished bid. I hope to be able to share some further positive news and details soon 
surrounding this.   

As we look towards the end of the year it’s time to start thinking about Thornbury Kindergarten in 2022. As a 
community organisation, our success is wholly reliant on the support and participation we receive from those in 
our community. I therefore ask families who will be with us next year to consider the possibility of joining the 
Committee of Management. It is a fantastic way to meet parents, give back and offer your skills. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my time as President this year. 

Let’s hope that all children will be able to attend Thornbury in Term 4 to at least enjoy one final term before the 
year comes to an end. Otherwise, I hope you are all managing and navigating this time of uncertainty ok. Please 
do not hesitate to contact myself or another member of the committee if we can offer any help during this time. 

 

Benjamin Wotton 

  

ABC Q&A episode 

 
https://www.abc.net.au/qanda/2021-26-08/13495220 

https://www.abc.net.au/qanda/2021-26-08/13495220
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FROM THE DIRECTOR  

Dear Families, 

Wominjeka. I hope you have been able to enjoy the scents and warmth of 
Poorneet/Spring season and focus on the beauty of the natural world. This is where 
I find comfort at this very strange time. I hope you and your loved ones are doing ok 
and have found ways to manage during this time of great emotion and change. Being 
a Melbournian certainly has its challenges and we know how to do the pandemic as 
if it were a dance! Up, down, this way, that way, round we go, back the other way, 
one step forward, two steps back... yep, that's the pandemic dance alright! Thanks 
for partnering us in this weird dance and thank you for your support and kindness as 

the past months have unravelled before us. I am grateful for this strong and connected community.  

A community kindergarten needs its community so please find as many ways as you can to tap into the spirit of 
Thornbury Kindergarten over this final part of the year. If your family is staying on in 2022, please consider 
supporting the kindergarten community by volunteering your time, have your voice heard, your ideas shared 
and join the Committee of Management. Thornbury Kindergarten is sustained by its community 'giving back'.  

Reach out to those around you, hug your loved ones and when you can laugh loud and long. Keep in touch and 
always remember we are here to help. 

 

With kindness 
Angela  

 Ever wondered what we Fundraise for: 

Opal Room Office - Mini Make Over 

Following on from the Term 2 Newsletter; Opal office is all 
finished. With very special thanks to Matt from Woodworking 
Melbourne who helped us with the beautiful custom-made 
sustainable timber desk, if you want to see his work this is the 
website: www.woodworkingmelbourne.com.au. We used all 
second-hand office furniture and recycled where ever we could 
to reduce our environmental footprint and to keep costs down. 
We also managed to keep it under budget! 
 
Megan – OHS Rep 
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FUNDRAISING AND SOCIAL NEWS  

ONLINE AUCTION  

We were extremely lucky this year to be supported by so many local businesses who provided amazing products 
and services for our online auction. Our Kinder community in turn were incredibly supportive of the auction, and 
there was much spirited bidding until the very last moment. Over $4200 was raised for the Kindergarten – the 
most successful auction so far at the Kinder. Thank-you to everyone who contributed to the fun through bidding, 
and congratulations to the winning bidders! We’ve left the details below of all of the businesses who donated to 
our auction. May we suggest visiting these businesses if and when you’re able, as they supported us so 
generously during a tough time and we’d love to get behind them in return. 

BUNNINGS SAUSAGE SIZZLE FUNDRAISER – NEW DATE 

Our scheduled Bunnings Sausage Sizzle at Fairfield Bunnings did not happen due to Lockdown 5.0. Thankfully we 
have been given another date which will hopefully go ahead. This date is SATURDAY 9TH OCTOBER. Thanks to 
everyone who had volunteered their time or donated soft drinks and supplies – we will start the Sign Up Genius 
again closer to the date to fill the volunteer positions for the new date. 

TRIVIA NIGHT – NEW DATE 

Those of us who were lucky enough to get tickets to the Trivia Night that was planned for August were so 
disappointed when Lockdown 6.0 was extended and we weren’t able to get together for some fun and brain flex. 
We have another date – SATURDAY 20TH NOVEMBER, still at the Thornbury Bowls Club. The first allocation of 
tickets sold out in only a couple of hours, but with any luck by November 
the capacity of the venue will be bigger, and we’ll be able to release 
some more tickets (think positive thoughts!) I think we all deserve a 
night to let loose and we’ll keep you updated as the night gets closer. 

MORE TO COME!  

We’ve got some other fundraising and social events in the making:  

- TEA TOWEL / TOTE BAG FUNDRAISER  
- MOVIE MORNING (If we are released from Lockdown in time, 

we will reschedule this event that was due to take place in mid-
September) 

WANT TO JOIN OUR TEAM? 

We’re always looking for extra people to join our fundraising team. It’s 
a great way to make friends and support your Child’s Kinder. You can call Bronwyn on 0412 744 355 or email 
fundraising@thornburykinder.com if you’re interested – we’d love to have you! 

From the Fundraising Team        

Wellbeing - Kids 
https://emergingminds.com.au/resources/helping-children-to-cope-with-uncertainty-during-covid-19/ 

 

Helping children to cope with uncertainty during COVID-19 - Emerging Minds 

Download printable resource. When it comes to deciding the Oxford Word of 

the Year for 2020, ‘uncertainty’ gets our vote. Just when it seemed Australia 

was over the worst of the pandemic, a new wave of COVID-19 cases has seen 

border closures and self-quarantine rules return, bringing with them a fresh 

wave of anxiety and doubt. 

emergingminds.com.au 

 

https://emergingminds.com.au/resources/helping-children-to-cope-with-uncertainty-during-covid-19/
https://emergingminds.com.au/resources/helping-children-to-cope-with-uncertainty-during-covid-19/
https://emergingminds.com.au/resources/helping-children-to-cope-with-uncertainty-during-covid-19/
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WELLBEING 

As part of the COVID-19 vaccination roll out, all 
Victorians aged 16 years and above are now eligible to 
receive a COVID-19 vaccine. Getting vaccinated is 
important for your own safety, as well at the safety of 
our early childhood education and care community. 
 
That’s why we at Thornbury Kinder CoM encourage all 
early childhood teachers, educators, staff, parents and 
carers to make an appointment and get vaccinated as 
soon as possible. It’s so important. 
 
Individuals are encouraged to visit 
coronavirus.vic.gov.au for more details. 
 
How to book an appointment: 
You can now book or change a vaccination 
appointment through the Victorian Government’s 
COVID-19 vaccine online booking system. 
 
The booking system is free and easy to use to help you 
book at a convenient vaccination centre. 
 
Helpful resources 
For more information, visit: 

- The Victorian Government COVID-19 vaccine 

- The Commonwealth COVID-19 vaccine. 

 
Thank you again for your hard work in keeping our 
communities safe.  

  

Idea for the Holidays 
 
Darebin Parklands map and Playmaps 
 
This is credited from Alphington 
Community Centres Facebook Page. Make 
your own adventure in Darebin Parklands! 
Lee has made a beautiful black and white 
map of the Parklands with all the walking 
trails and main features on it …and on the 
back a place to write 12 things. Take your 
kids for a walk and make your own Parklands 
trail. Mark all the nesting boxes, find all the 
old fruit trees, highlight your favourite 
places to play - make some notes and share 
it with another local family. Or perhaps you 
could write a 12 part story … Or devise a 
treasure hunt … With a little creative 
thinking the world is your oyster! Collect 
your map from the bin outside our front 
door (ACC is at 2 Kelvin Road, Alphington) 
and have some fun on your next 
neighbourhood walk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are other maps for our area as well. 
See Pg7 for the Preston South & Thornbury 
playmap. Check out the rest at: 
https://www.darebin.vic.gov. au/playmaps 

        KEEPING IN TOUCH        

 

Please join the Thornbury Kindergarten Facebook page for information and updates. 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/thornburykindergarten/ 

 

 

https://www.thornburykindergarten.com.au/ 

 

https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/?utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=EmergencyEC1Sep2021&utm_medium=email
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/book-your-vaccine-appointment?utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=EmergencyEC1Sep2021&utm_medium=email
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/book-your-vaccine-appointment?utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=EmergencyEC1Sep2021&utm_medium=email
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccination-centres?utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=EmergencyEC1Sep2021&utm_medium=email
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine?utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=EmergencyEC1Sep2021&utm_medium=email
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines?utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=EmergencyEC1Sep2021&utm_medium=email
https://www.darebin.vic.gov.au/playmaps
https://www.facebook.com/groups/thornburykindergarten/
https://www.thornburykindergarten.com.au/
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2021 GRANTS UPDATE 

Nothing to report here – EXCEPT – something really BIG is coming. We 
hope. It will be bigger than the borders opening! Cross your fingers and 
toes.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Shiver of sharks 

Loveliness of ladybirds 

What did the bartender say to the Turkey 

sandwich when it tried to order a beer? 

“Sorry, we don’ serve food here” 

Do you know these Collective Nouns? 
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NOTICEBOARD  

MERCHANDISE 

Dressing for kinder is easy with kinder merchandise!  

Check out the various T-Shirts colours and designs available for $10; Hats (now with adjustable toggle) $13 and 
old stock now on sale for $5! 

Get your kids warm with our polar fleece jumpers and windcheaters. They look great in kinder photos! 

Merchandise samples are located in the Amethyst foyer. You can find the order forms online (Handbooks and 
forms | Thornbury Kinder (thornburykindergarten.com.au) or at the Amethyst foyer. 

For more information, please send an email to merchandising@thornburykinder.com  
 

Kinder tree t-shirt design (red only Kids drawing t-shirt design (various colours available) 
 

 

 

 

 

Enrolments 

Welcome letters have just gone out to the Class of 2022. We 
look forward to our Meet the Teacher nights which will 
(hopefully!) be held at the kinder next month. Should Covid 
restrictions prevent an in-person meeting, we will move to 
Zoom and provide those details closer to the time. Key dates: 

4-year-old Meet the Teacher night - Tuesday 19th October 
2021 from 7.30pm until 8.30pm 

3-year-old Meet the Teacher night - Wednesday 20th October 
2021 from 7.30pm until 8.30pm 

 

 

 

 

  

Preston South & Thornbury Playmap 

https://www.thornburykindergarten.com.au/handbooks-and-forms
https://www.thornburykindergarten.com.au/handbooks-and-forms
mailto:merchandising@thornburykinder.com
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NOTICEBOARD Cont. 

HELP RUN YOUR KINDER - JOIN THE COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT (CoM) IN 2022 

Our committee plays a vital and influential role in our Kindergarten. It is solely responsible for the management 
and maintenance of the kindergarten. It is also the responsibility of the Committee to ensure that we are 
providing a high-quality service and that the kindergarten meets the regulations and requirements as set out by 
government bodies such as the Department of Education and Training.  

Every year we are looking for enthusiastic and willing parents to contribute some of their time and skills by joining 
the CoM. When you’re involved in the COM, you’re not only making a valuable contribution to Thornbury 
Kindergarten you’re also participating in a unique and very rewarding experience. 

If you want to know more, please reach out to Ben on President@thonrburykinder.com or Director Angela Storer 
on angela@thornburykinder.com 
 

  

Backyard Bingo 

There seems to be a 

theme about getting 

outside… 

mailto:President@thonrburykinder.com
mailto:angela@thornburykinder.com
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CHILD SAFETY  

Helping children cope with uncertainty during COVID-19 
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ONLINE AUCTION BUSINESSES 

The great businesses who support our community.   
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ONLINE AUCTION BUSINESSES cont. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
A big thank you to these businesses who have support our Online Auction event, especially during 
these times. We look forward to growing and supporting our TK community  
 
 
 
 
 
 


